
Global Youth Service Day  

The great things about Global Youth Service Day and 
why we should do something similar more often. 



Introduction 

As you may know, BCMS recently celebrated Global Youth Service 

Day. We created shoe parts from donated jeans for children in 

Uganda as well as making no-sew fleece blankets (also donated) for 

young children in hospitals.  Each class watched a video to learn 

how to make the shoe parts and fleece blankets, and immediately 

proceeded to start the projects. 

Video Introduction of Sole Hope  

Student-created no-sew blanket tutorial  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3-3UlkCGExw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3-3UlkCGExw
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B23wqT7o8jsVUEFDUU92akVUWnM
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B23wqT7o8jsVUEFDUU92akVUWnM
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B23wqT7o8jsVUEFDUU92akVUWnM
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B23wqT7o8jsVUEFDUU92akVUWnM
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B23wqT7o8jsVUEFDUU92akVUWnM
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B23wqT7o8jsVUEFDUU92akVUWnM
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B23wqT7o8jsVUEFDUU92akVUWnM


The experience as a whole made students feel emotionally 

touched  and proud of ourselves for making a difference.  

Knowing who we were helping motivated us to work hard and 

help as many people as we could. It was a great day for 

everyone. Global Youth Service Day was special.  There are 

many reasons for us to build upon what we have already done 

as a school. 

 

Introduction (continued) 



Helps People In Need 

 

Many poor children in Africa need the help of schools like 

ours to stop parasites and jiggers from infecting their feet 

Children in hospitals feel comforted by the blankets 



Helping Make Shoes for Sole Hope 

1. To begin the process, we cut out paper templates to 

create the necessary patterns. 

2. Then, we cut these patterns out of jeans to make the parts 

for the shoes. 

3. We clipped a certain amount of each pattern into a stack to 

ship to Uganda. 

4. Then, the shoe pieces are shipped to Uganda where locals 

learn to make their own shoes. 



Making Blankets For Hospital Patients 

1. We first laid out two pieces of fleece onto a table. 

2. After that, we trimmed the patterned fleece and the solid 

color fleece so they were the same size. 

3. We cut out the corners of the fleece using a template. 

4. Then, we cut the edges of the fleece and made 1-inch 

strips along the perimeter of the fleece. 

5. We tied the strips together to form sealed edges. 

6. We shipped the finished blankets to local hospitals. 



Team Building in a Not Forced Environment 

Helps the students of our school come together 

Everyone worked together efficiently because we wanted to 

help the most people 

It teaches skills that are helpful in the real world  



Community Service in our School 

Brings us together as a school and community. This also 

achieves the school’s goal of being active in the 

community 

Our school often takes part and involves students in 

community services such as “Ziti for The Needy”, the 

annual Meghan Rose Bradley basketball game, and the 

upcoming Social Change Rally 



Proposal  

Considering the many benefits of Global Youth Service Day 

and the way students feel about it, we propose to celebrate 

Global Youth Service Day all year round with projects similar 

to the one we did last week multiple times a year.  Assuming 

we made about 150 pairs of shoes throughout the school as 

well as 50 to 100 fleece blankets, our numbers can easily 

multiply.  Our school could affect whole villages in Africa, and 

make a big difference on the people’s lives. 



Student Reactions to Global Youth Service Day: 
 

“It induced creativity and teamwork without a forced 

environment” 

“I feel good about myself...we made a difference” 

“I feel good that I made other people’s lives better” 

“It helps the world and made us work together… we were able 

to enhance our inner creativity for service projects to help 

people in need” 

 



8th graders 
preparing and 
fringing 
blankets to tie 
them together. 



Two students create 
a “Frozen” themed 
no-sew blanket with 
the assistance of Mr. 
Barbosa. 



A group of 6th 

grade students 
with a finished 
‘no sew’ blanket.  



Two students 
hard at work 
creating 
materials for 
shoes. 



A student using a 
template to trace 
a shape onto a 
pair of jeans. 



A 7th grade 
student presenting 
their finished pack 
of materials to be 
shipped to Uganda. 



Mr. Kupcha and 

Ms. deBlasi 

running the BCMS 

logo and slogan 

contest. 



Thank you to the committee of teachers and staff who 

planned this very successful event: 

 

● Ms. Cardamone 

● Ms. DuFermont 

● Mrs. Heaney 

● Mrs. Hobbs 

● Mrs. Leibowitz 


